Surely  you  have  more  sense  than 
to  book  passage  on  a ship  with 
a mutinous  crew  ! When  the 
captain  issues  orders,  the  men  must 
respond  in  unity.  It  doesn’t  cease 
being  a ship  when  disobedience  divides 
the  crew.  But  only  when  “all  hands” 
are  united  does  the  ship  have  its  true 
character.  Only  then  is  it  likely  to 
reach  port  on  schedule. 

The  Church  is  like  a ship.  At 
present  its  crew  is  divided.  It  is  still 
the  Church ; our  Lord  is  still  the 
Captain  with  full  authority.  But  there 
is  disobedience  and  lack  of  unity. 
These  require  our  serious  efforts  to 
remove  all  obstacles  which  separate 
Christians  from  one  another. 


FAITH  AND  ORDER  COMMISSION  PAPERS 


FAITH  AND  ORDER 

FINDING  OUR  ONENESS 


The  Great  Contradiction 

Throughout  the  centuries  there  have  been  two  opposing  movements  within 
the  Church : one  divisive,  one  unitive ; one  disrupting,  the  other  healing.  But 
the  latter  movement  has  seldom  been  the  stronger  — until  our  own  lifetime  ! 

For  a number  of  reasons,  church  leaders  are  being  impelled  today  to  seek 
the  actual  unity  of  all  Christians. 

The  primary  and  most  persuasive  reason  is  simply  the  obedient  response  to 
the  recently  recovered  imperative  of  faith,  that  neither  Christ  nor  His  Church 
can  be  divided.  Christianity  declares  to  the  world  : There  is  but  one  Church. 
The  world  replies  : How  can  we  believe  this,  when  we  see  many  separate  and 
estranged  churches  ? The  paradox  is  just  that  both  contentions  are  right. 

Look  a bit  closer  at  this  contradiction. 

Jesus  Christ  expressed  His  intention  that  the  Church  should  be  one  when 
He  promised  to  gather  His  people  as  a shepherd  gathers  his  sheep,  “so  there 
shall  be  one  flock,  one  shepherd”  (John.  10  : 16).  But  we  behold  several  hundred 
separate  flocks,  often  mutually  exclusive,  sometimes  suspicious  and  hostile 
towards  one  another. 

St.  Paul  declared  that  Christian  unity  is  based  upon  common  sacramental 
worship,  for  he  wrote,  “Because  there  is  one  loaf,  we  who  are  many  are  one 
body,  for  we  all  partake  of  the  same  loaf”  (I  Cor.  10  : 16).  Yet  today  the  Com- 
munion Table  is  precisely  the  place  where  disunity  is  most  tragically  dramatized, 
because  all  Christians  cannot  worship  there  together. 

The  creeds  recited  by  many  Christians  profess  belief  in  the  One,  Holy, 
Catholic  Church.  But  the  same  creeds  are  pronounced  in  various  churches 
which  barely  recognize  one  another. 

Worshippers  of  many  confessions  sing  such  hymns  as  “Elect  from  every 
nation,  yet  one  o’er  all  the  earth,”  or  “We  are  not  divided,  all  one  body  we.” 
But  how  many  Christians  sing  these  words  without  realizing  that  they  are 
ignorant,  isolated  and  prejudiced  with  respect  to  members  of  other  confessions 
or  denominations? 

The  Need  for  Unity 

It  is  quite  possible  for  sincere  Christians  to  be  unperturbed  by  the  contra- 
diction of  disunity.  Indeed  it  is  safe  to  say,  regrettably,  that  more  Christians 
are  undisturbed  than  those  who  feel  a deep  mental  and  spiritual  unrest  as  they 
survey  the  fragmented  state  of  the  Church. 

The  Church  today  is  incomprehensibly  vast.  Whether  one  takes  a narrow  or 
an  expansive  view  of  the  Church’s  limits,  it  includes  millions  of  people  in  dozens 


of  nations,  speaking  hundreds  of  languages,  following  their  peculiar  customs  and 
traditions,  rendering  obedience  to  various  kinds  of  social  and  political  authorities. 
It  is  not,  should  not,  and  cannot  be  a uniform  Church.  But  it  is  one  Church. 

Another  reason  for  seeking  unity  is  the  recognition  that  the  Church  divided 
within  itself  offers  a weakened,  ineffectual  and  self-contradicting  message  to 
the  world.  How  can  the  non-Christian  avoid  being  confused  or  amused  when 
he  hears  Christians,  bearing  different  names,  speaking  against  one  another  on 
points  of  morals  and  religion,  and  showing  little  inclination  to  become  recon- 
ciled to  one  another? 

It  is  clear,  moreover,  that  a Church  lacking  unity  also  lacks  effectiveness  in 
the  use  of  its  human  and  material  resources.  The  tasks  of  the  Church  in  the 
uprooted  societies  of  the  present  time  are  greater  than  ever  before.  They  are 
expensive  tasks,  requiring  much  money  and  numerous  workers.  But  hardly  any 
denominations  are  so  self-sufficient  that  they  can  meet  all  the  obligations  and 
opportunities  which  the  Lord  has  set  before  them.  Christians  are  learning  to 
help  one  another,  however,  with  men,  money  and  the  materials  required  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  Church’s  urgent  tasks. 

The  movement  towards  unity  is  further  impelled  by  the  knowledge  that 
divided  churches  are  depriving  themselves  of  the  riches  of  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Why  should  the  greatest  theologians  and  saints,  the  preachers  and  artists, 
the  treasures  of  prayer  and  worship,  be  claimed  and  enjoyed  by  only  certain 
bodies  of  Christians  ? They  can  become  the  heritage  of  all,  and  the  catholicity, 
or  wholeness,  of  the  Church  can  be  experienced  by  all,  if  unity  is  taken  seriously. 

The  Movement  towards  Unity 

Taking  unity  seriously  — that  is  what  initiated  the  Faith  and  Order  move- 
ment in  the  first  half  of  this  century. 

The  contradiction  between  our  oneness  in  Christ  and  our  manifest  disunity 
as  churches  can  never  be  overcome  if  Christians  regard  their  God-given  unity 
with  indifference,  or  think  that  divisions  can  be  healed  quickly  and  painlessly 
by  simple  schemes  for  cooperation. 

The  leaders  of  the  Faith  and  Order  movement  in  its  early  years  were  often 
derided  by  those  who  believed  it  a hopeless  effort  to  reconcile  the  various  chur- 
ches by  mutual  study  of  their  most  difficult  differences.  How  could  a Baptist 
understand  churches  practising  Baptism  of  infants  ? How  could  an  Orthodox 
see  anything  distinctly  Christian  in  the  Methodists’  observance  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  ? What  could  a Lutheran  find  in  common  with  a Disciple,  who  rejects  the 
confessions  and  creeds  ? What  Anglican  bishop  in  the  apostolic  succession  could 
recognize  the  churches  of  Christians  who  see  neither  reason  nor  need  for  bishops  ? 

These  were,  and  still  are,  the  major  differences  and  divisions  in  Christian 
faith  and  church  order.  The  pioneers  of  the  movement  were  not  naive  con- 
cerning them.  They  believed  in  the  unity  of  the  Church,  though,  and  in  God’s 
will  for  men  to  make  that  unity  a visible  reality.  Like  Abraham,  these  men 
journeyed  forth,  not  knowing  where  God  would  lead  them,  but  trusting  in  Him. 


The  Beginning  of  a Movement 

God  has  indeed  led  them  and  their  successors  during  four  decades.  When 
hundreds  of  Christian  missionary  leaders  met  at  Edinburgh  in  1910  to  discuss 
their  common  problems,  some  were  distressed  to  note  that  talk  of  differing 
doctrines  was  avoided.  Disunity  was  a recognized  tragedy  for  Christians,  but 
the  real  causes  of  disunity  were  not  mentioned.  One  of  the  delegates  was  deeply 
disturbed  over  this.  He  resolved  that  the  churches  should  be  brought  out  of 
isolation  from  one  another,  to  study  together  their  unity  and  divisions.  This 
man  was  Bishop  Charles  H.  Brent.  He  was  a man  filled  with  passion  for  peace 
among  nations,  for  the  mission  of  the  Church  to  non-Christians,  and  the  unity 
of  Christian  people. 

Within  a few  months  he  had  persuaded  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
America  to  approve  a resolution  calling  for  a world  conference  of  the  churches 
to  discuss  questions  of  faith  and  order.  A layman  of  that  Church,  Robert  H. 
i Gardiner,  a lawyer,  volunteered  many  years  of  his  life  to  be  secretary  of  the 
committee  which  was  soon  formed.  He  wrote  and  received  thousands  of  letters 
I which  aroused  Christian  leaders  in  many  lands  to  support  plans  for  such  a con- 
I ference.  The  idea  was  contagious.  Despite  the  war  of  1914-18,  the  work  of 
1 correspondence  and  visiting  went  forward.  At  last  in  1920  an  organizing  meet- 
1 ing  was  held  in  Geneva,  attended  by  representatives  of  70  churches.  Plans  were 
quickly  laid  for  the  long-awaited  conference  to  be  held.  The  site  subsequently 
I chosen  was  Lausanne,  the  year  — 1927. 

| The  First  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order 

Exciting  and  inspiring  was  the  experience  of  those  who  attended  this  signi- 
ficant conference.  Some  had  already  met  two  years  earlier  at  Stockholm,  where 
I the  Universal  Christian  Conference  on  Life  and  Work  had  been  held.  But  now 
they  met  as  delegates  of  churches  of  the  most  diverse  traditions,  customs  and 
doctrines  in  an  effort  to  bridge  the  gaps  of  centuries  of  isolation.  Sharp  dif- 
! ferences  there  were,  and  sometimes  sharp  feelings  over  misunderstandings.  One 
j prominent  Protestant  delegate  astonished  the  other  representatives  by  asking, 

! with  real  interest,  where  he  could  find  a copy  of  that  rather  curious  document 
i known  as  the  Nicene  Creed.  Yet  they  could  all  speak  sincerely  about  their  unity 
! in  Jesus  Christ  and  express  to  the  world  their  intention  of  exploring  the  impli- 
cations of  this  unity  for  their  various  understandings  of  the  nature  of  the  Church. 
Before  returning  to  their  homes,  they  established  a Continuation  Committee 
! which  should  carry  forward  the  work  they  had  begun. 

The  leadership  of  the  Faith  and  Order  movement  remained  in  the  hands  of 
Bishop  Brent  until  his  lamented  death  in  1929.  It  was  then  that  Archbishop 
William  Temple  became  chairman.  Much  of  his  wisdom  and  energy,  for  which 
he  is  still  remembered  with  awe,  was  devoted  to  the  furtherance  of  extensive 
i studies  on  questions  of  unity  and  division.  Prominent  theologians  and  church 
| leaders  devoted  much  time  to  defining  the  positions  of  their  own  communions 
or  denominations  with  respect  to  the  Sacraments,  the  ministry,  grace,  and  the  au- 


thority  of  the  Word  of  God  for  the  Church.  When  their  labours  ripened,  it  was  time 
for  the  Second  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order,  held  in  Edinburgh  in  1937. 

A Strong  Message  from  Edinburgh 

Many  who  met  as  strangers  in  Lausanne  now  met  as  friends  in  Edinburgh. 
Inspired  by  the  zealous  leadership  of  Archbishop  Temple,  they  were  able  to 
register  some  remarkable  agreements  in  the  conference  report,  even  while  keeping 
in  sight  the  deep-rooted  disagreements,  which  still  separate  the  churches. 
Throughout  the  world  the  Edinburgh  Affirmation  of  Unity  was  read  by  numerous 
Christians.  It  declared  in  part : 

We  are  one  in  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  incarnate  Word  of  God. 
We  are  one  in  allegiance  to  Him  as  Head  of  the  Church,  and  as  King  of 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords.  We  are  one  in  acknowledging  that  this  allegiance 
takes  precedence  of  any  other  allegiance  that  may  make  claims  upon  us. 

This  unity  does  not  consist  in  the  agreement  of  our  minds  or  the  consent 
of  our  wills.  It  is  founded  in  Jesus  Christ  Himself. . . 

We  humbly  acknowledge  that  our  divisions  are  contrary  to  the  will  of 
Christ,  and  we  pray  God  in  His  mercy  to  shorten  the  days  of  our  separation 
and  to  guide  us  by  His  Spirit  into  fullness  of  unity. 

We  are  thankful  that  during  recent  years  we  have  been  drawn  together ; 
prejudices  have  been  overcome,  misunderstandings  removed,  and  real,  if 
limited,  progress  has  been  made  towards  our  goal  of  a common  mind... 

We  desire  also  to  declare  to  all  men  everywhere  our  assurance  that  Christ 
is  the  one  hope  of  unity  for  the  world  in  face  of  the  distractions  and  dissen- 
sions of  this  present  time.  We  know  that  our  witness  is  weakened  by  our 
divisions.  Yet  we  are  one  in  Christ  and  in  the  fellowship  of  His  Spirit.  We 
pray  that  everywhere,  in  a world  divided  and  perplexed,  men  may  turn  to  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  Who  makes  us  one  in  spite  of  our  divisions  ; that  He  may  bind 
in  one  those  who  by  many  worldly  claims  are  set  at  variance ; and  that  the 
world  may  at  last  find  peace  and  unity  in  Him ; to  Whom  be  glory  for  ever. 

The  Voice  of  Young  Churches  and  Young  Christians 

The  faith  expressed  in  this  affirmation  requires  action.  If  unity  belongs  to 
the  nature  of  the  Church,  and  if  human  divisions  contradict  that  oneness  of 
Christ’s  people,  then  complacency  with  existing  divisions  is  intolerable.  The 
inertia  of  Christians  with  respect  to  the  challenge  of  unity  has  been  attacked 
with  greatest  fervour  by  members  of  the  churches  in  the  “mission  areas”  of 
Asia  and  Africa.  The  denominational  boundaries  within  Protestantism,  espe- 
cially, were  fixed  long  ago  by  doctrinal  controversies  and  political  developments 
which  have  lost  much  of  their  relevance  for  church  life  in  Europe  and  America. 
How  much  less  important  are  these  causes  of  division  for  Christians  in  India 
or  Ceylon  — especially  when  Christians  there,  as  a minority  in  pagan  lands, 
find  their  work  and  witness  hindered  by  their  inherited  divisions  ! It  is  no  wonder 


that  Christians  from  the  so-called  “Younger  Churches”  have  goaded  the  responsi- 
ble leaders  of  the  ecumenical  movement  to  waste  no  time  in  learning  how  to  remove 
the  barriers  to  the  full  fellowship  of  all  Christians  in  faith,  worship  and  mission. 


Spokesmen  for  the  Younger  Churches  have  been  joined  by  those  for  the 
younger  Christians  — the  youth  and  student  movements  — in  making  their 
influence  felt  in  Faith  and  Order  conferences.  They  were  heard  at  Amsterdam 
in  1948,  when  the  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order  became  a Commission  of  the  newly  constituted  World  Council  of  Churches. 
Their  voices  were  raised  again  at  Lund,  Sweden  in  1952  when  the  Third  World 
Conference  of  Faith  and  Order  assembled. 

| The  Conference  at  Lund  — A New  Direction 

Participants  in  the  Lund  Conference  were  quick  to  agree  that  a turning  point 
| had  there  been  reached  in  the  history  of  Faith  and  Order.  Novelty  and  stran- 
| geness  characterized  Lausanne.  Familiarity  and  confidence  marked  Edinburgh. 
The  mood  at  Lund  was  one  of  intense  seriousness  in  the  face  of  persistently 
difficult  obstacles  to  manifest  unity.  This  seriousness  was  due  in  part  to  the 
| tense  relations  among  certain  nations,  the  churches  of  which  were  represented 
at  Lund.  The  stronger  reason  for  earnestness,  however,  was  the  general  under- 
| standing  that  the  movement  towards  unity  could  go  no  further  without  a distinct 
change  of  strategy.  Since  Lausanne  and  Edinburgh,  the  method  of  Faith  and 
Order  studies  had  been  chiefly  that  of  comparing  — comparing  what  Anglicans 
and  Lutherans  believed  about  the  ministry,  comparing  what  Orthodox  and 
Reformed  believed  their  forms  of  worship  to  mean,  etc.  This  was  the  inescapable 
task  and  indispensable  achievement  of  Faith  and  Order  participants  during  these 
years.  Because  of  the  authoritative,  well  defined  statements  concerning  the 
various  churches  which  have  been  published,  Christians  who  presently  seek  to 
understand  communions  other  than  their  own  have  a relatively  easy  course  laid 
open  to  them.  What  more  is  required  ? 

The  Faith  and  Order  movement  has  continually  reminded  the  churches  thaf 
cooperation  is  not  enough.  The  Lund  Conference  reminded  Faith  and  Order 
that  comparison  is  not  enough.  A new  method  of  united,  concerted  ecumenical 
study  and  discussion  is  needed.  Christians  of  diverse  traditions  cannot  ignore 
their  separate  heritages,  but  they  can  study,  ponder  and  pray  as  one  people, 

I seeking  light  and  guidance  on  questions  which  stubbornly  resist  being  answered. 

In  order  to  facilitate  such  adventurous  new  study  within  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  the  Lund  Conference  reduced  the  number  of  members  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Faith  and  Order  and  related  its  studies  more  closely  to  those  being 
pursued  by  other  departments  of  the  Council. 

What  is  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  Today  ? 

Seen  as  a part  of  the  World  Council’s  structure,  it  is  a body  of  not  more 
than  100  representatives  of  all  confessional  traditions  and  theological  positions 
included  in  the  World  Council  itself.  The  full  Commission  meets  normally 
i every  three  years.  A smaller  group  of  25  members  meets  annually.  In  order 
to  carry  out  its  studies  in  the  most  thorough  and  representative  manner,  the 
i Commission  invites  experts  in  various  fields,  whether  among  its  members  or 
not,  to  work  on  long-term  study  projects  concerning  Christian  unity. 


Its  purposes  are  clearly  expressed  in  its  Constitution  : 

(a)  To  proclaim  the  essential  oneness  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and  to 
keep  prominently  before  the  World  Council  and  the  Churches  the  obligation 
to  manifest  that  unity  and  its  urgency  for  the  work  of  evangelism. 

(b)  To  study  questions  of  faith,  order  and  worship  with  the  relevant 
social,  cultural,  political,  racial  and  other  factors  in  their  bearing  on  the 
unity  of  the  Church. 

(c)  To  study  the  theological  implications  of  the  existence  of  the  ecume- 
nical movement. 

(d)  To  study  matters  in  the  present  relationships  of  the  Churches  to 
one  another  which  cause  difficulties  and  need  theological  clarification. 

(e)  To  provide  information  concerning  the  actual  steps  taken  by  the 
Churches  towards  reunion. 

The  Ecumenical  Scouting  Party 

In  the  pioneer  movement  towards  Christian  unity  in  our  time,  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  is  the  scouting  party  which  warns  of  dangers  and  shows 
hopeful  routes.  It  does  this  chiefly  by  selecting  those  questions  of  doctrine  and 
church  polity  on  which  greatest  differences  of  interpretation  are  held,  and 
engaging  the  most  competent  Christian  thinkers  to  study  these  questions  together. 
The  World  Council  of  Churches  also  urges  Christian  theologians,  pastors  and 
laymen  in  numerous  churches  to  give  serious  thought  to  these  questions  in 
respect  to  the  situation  of  Christian  unity  in  their  own  locality. 

Look  briefly  at  the  areas  of  study  in  which  the  Commission  is  now  active. 

The  Nature  of  the  Church 

The  Church  is  not  a religious  club  or  a social  reform  movement.  We  learn 
from  the  New  Testament  that  it  is  a particular  people,  called  by  Jesus  Christ 
from  every  race,  nation  and  social  level,  to  live  in  communities  of  worship  and 
love,  and  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  of  God  to  every  person.  But  what  are  the 
necessary  and  distinctive  characteristics  of  the  Church  ? 

Hoping  to  find  light  for  the  dark  problems  of  disunity,  the  theologians 
representing  various  churches  have  been  studying  this  basic  question  of  the 
essence  or  being  of  the  Church. 

After  many  years  of  cooperative  labour,  carried  through  the  war  years,  a 
special  commission  headed  by  Principal  R.  Newton  Flew  produced  its  first 
important  volume,  in  which  the  particular  understandings  of  the  Church  accord- 
ing to  each  confession  are  set  forth  *. 

So  far  this  study  has  been  primarily  a comparative  one.  Now  it  is  moving 
in  the  direction  of  a more  creative  enquiry,  as  attention  is  being  focused  on  the 
nature  of  the  Church  in  dose  relation  both  to  the  doctrine  of  the  person  and 
work  of  Christ  and  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  How  does  the  Church 
derive  its  nature  from  the  person  and  work  of  Jesus  Christ  ? What  does  it  mean 
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to  say  that  the  Church  carries  on  the  saving  ministry  of  Christ  ? That  in  the 
Church,  Christians  are  united  to  their  Lord  ? That  the  Church  is  indeed  the 
Body  of  Christ  ? 

Ways  of  Worship 

When  a Baptist  enters  a Methodist  church  for  worship  with  the  con- 
gregation, he  will  notice  a few  differences  of  phrases  and  procedure,  but  not 
enough  to  prevent  him  from  feeling  at  ease  to  worship  God.  If  he  goes  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  for  the  same  purpose,  he  may  find  it  difficult 
to  sustain  his  meditation  and  prayer  in  the  silence.  If  he  joins  a congregation 
of  Anglicans  or  Orthodox,  however,  his  religious  sensibility  may  be  of  such  a 
kind  that  he  cannot  feel  at  ease  nor  keep  from  noticing  the  strangeness,  rather 
than  participating  in  the  liturgy. 

Here  our  concern  is  not  merely  aroused  by  the  diversity  of  prayers  and  forms, 
since  it  is  good  and  desirable  that  the  richness  of  Christian  faith  should  permit 
all  persons  to  worship  according  to  their  preference.  Rather,  the  unity  of  the 
Church  is  hindered  by  the  lack  of  understanding  and  agreement  on  the  doctrinal 
beliefs  upon  which  varying  forms  are  based  : the  authority  for  certain  liturgies, 
the  Christian’s  freedom,  the  role  of  the  minister  or  priest,  the  place  and  doctrine 
| of  the  Holy  Communion  in  worship. 

One  group  under  the  leadership  of  Prof.  G.  van  der  Leeuw  has  already  given 
i years  of  study  to  these  matters,  and  produced  the  book  Ways  of  Worship  *. 

Now  three  new  groups  are  carrying  this  study  forward  in  the  context  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission.  These  groups  are  located  in  Asia,  Europe  and 
North  America. 

I Intercommunion 

It  is  a well  known  and  lamentable  fact  that  some  Christians  may  not  be 
; admitted  to  the  Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion  when  administered  in  churches 
1 of  certain  confessions.  Why  this  division  at  the  Lord’s  Table?  Here  is  the 
j most  perplexing  problem  of  all,  which  good  intentions  and  Christian  fellowship 
; alone  cannot  solve. 

This  question  has  been  in  the  forefront  of  Faith  and  Order  discussions  peren- 
I nially  : Is  the  practice  of  unrestricted  admission  to  Holy  Communion  a means 
of  manifesting  unity  or  is  it  the  goal  itself  ? 

The  significant  book  **  produced  by  the  theological  commission  on  Inter- 
communion, chaired  by  Prof.  Donald  M.  Baillie,  is  the  most  serious  effort  yet 
made  by  Christians  to  deal  with  this  distressing  issue. 

Social  and  Cultural  Factors 

Lest  participants  in  Faith  and  Order  studies  become  too  much  occupied  with 
i the  many  doctrinal  emphases  which  cause  and  perpetuate  disunity,  they  have 
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been  urged  to  examine  problems  which,  on  the  surface,  are  not  theological. 
Any  Christian  with  a fair  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  division  can  perceive  some 
of  these  factors  which  tend  to  drive  Christians  apart.  It  may  be  seen  in  some 
situations  that  such  kinds  of  factors  also  compel  Christians  to  overcome  their 
divisions. 

What  are  these  factors  ? Race,  language,  national  loyalty,  economic  status, 
political  viewpoints,  aesthetic  taste.  Still  others : group  psychology,  allegiance  to 
strong  leaders,  minority  status  in  pagan  lands.  Yet  more : persecutions,  popu- 
lation movements,  financial  needs  and  interests. 

The  Commission  is  just  beginning  this  vast  study,  and  plans  to  make  it  a 
major  emphasis  for  years  to  come. 

Other  Fields  of  Study 

Two  other  problems  of  vital  importance  to  understanding  present  disunity 
are  being  explored  by  Commission  members. 

The  first  is  the  role  of  Tradition,  the  living  stream  of  the  Church’s  historical 
life.  Some  Christians  regard  the  writings  of  the  ancient  church  Fathers  and  the 
decisions  of  the  ancient  Councils  as  having  divine  authority.  Others  disagree ; 
but  even  these  have  their  own  historical  traditions  and  prophets  which  they 
consider  in  some  degree  authoritative. 

The  other  preliminary  enquiry  deals  with  the  delicate  but  thorny  problem  of 
“proselytism”  — that  is,  the  change  of  confessional  allegiance  and  “church 
membership”  because  of  the  calculated  pressures  exerted  by  Christians  who  are 
zealous  for  their  own  confessions. 

There  is  a great  mine  of  important  facts  in  these  two  areas,  but  the  Com- 
mission is  only  beginning  to  dig. 

From  Theory  to  Practice 

The  questions  described  above  are  considered  by  leading  Christian  thinkers 
of  our  time  to  be  of  great  importance  for  the  Church.  But  studies  on  them 
would  only  be  academic  exercises  if  cut  off  from  the  daily  affairs  of  church  life 
all  over  the  world. 

There  is  evidence  that  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  has  successfully 
avoided  this  danger.  Barriers  are  indeed  being  dissolved,  new  understanding  is 
being  achieved  between  divided  churches.  In  recent  years  there  have  been 
numerous  mergers  and  unions  of  previously  separated  churches,  and  negotia- 
tions continue  *. 

If  the  Faith  and  Order  Movement  were  only  an  organization  of  theologians 
carrying  on  studies  in  an  intellectual  stratosphere,  it  would  never  bear  effectually 
upon  the  experience  of  the  churches  in  their  concern  to  obey  the  Lord  of  the 
Church  as  He  wills  them  to  be  united. 

But  the  question  of  unity  is  so  fundamental  to  Christian  faith  that  Faith 
and  Order  is  really  the  business  of  every  member  of  the  Church. 
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Learn  ! 

It  is  both  easy  and  rewarding  for  you  to  become  informed  on  the  doctrines 
and  practices  of  churches  other  than  your  own.  Moreover,  you  can  really  learn 
to  feel  at  home  with  other  Christians  in  their  worship  and  viewpoints,  and  make 
their  treasures  of  faith  your  own. 

Act  ! 

In  your  own  local  church  you  can  stimulate  others  to  come  out  of  isolation 
and  take  the  question  of  Christian  unity  seriously.  Ask  your  pastor  to  preach 
on  the  meaning  of  the  One  Church  as  an  element  of  faith. 

Make  occasions  of  meeting,  working  with  and  getting  to  know  members 
of  other  churches. 

As  a Christian  who  sees  that  unity  must  not  be  false  or  spurious,  you  can 
be  wary  of  over-simplified  artificial  devices  for  achieving  visible  unity. 

Pray  ! 

You  may  not  be  a theologian,  but  you  can  pray  fervently  for  the  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Church,  that  divisions  may  be  abolished,  the  Gospel 
proclaimed,  and  God  be  glorified  by  the  communal  life  of  His  People. 

Keep  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity,  January  18th  to  25th. 

“ The  measure  of  unity  which  it  has  been  given  to  the  Churches  to 
experience  together  must  now  find  clearer  manifestation.  A faith  in  the 
One  Church  of  Christ  which  is  not  implemented  by  acts  of  obedience  is 
dead.  There  are  truths  about  the  nature  of  God  and  His  Church  which 
will  remain  forever  closed  to  us  unless  we  act  together  in  obedience  to 
the  unity  which  is  already  ours.” 

So  spoke  the  delegates  to  the  Third  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order 
at  Lund,  Sweden,  1952.  They  spoke  not  only  to  one  another,  but  to  every  living 
Christian  — to  you  and  the  church  of  which  you  are  a member. 
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